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INTRODUCTION
The assessment of the football referees is of crucial importance 

for their development. It shows the direction for their future im-
provement and it gives information for their potential quality. Ana-
lyzing all the matches in Bulgarian first division may help to draw 
the complete picture of refereeing performances and to make the 
proper conclusions.  

Basic aims and methodology:
The main goal of the present paper is to help in improving the 

quality of refereeing in Bulgarian first division by using a method-
ology for control and assessment of the football referees in their 
matches. Also some good practices will be discussed and an analysis 
of the data will be revealed using statistical and mathematical meth-
ods. The focus will be put on the matches played in Bulgarian first 
division for the championship 2015-2016. 

The purpose of observing referees in matches is: 
a) Provide BFU with reports giving evaluative appraisal of the 

performances of match officials;
b) Ensure a uniform and consistent interpretation of the Laws of 

the Game are applied;
c) Issue verbal and written assessments of performances to Ref-

erees; 
d) Identify talented young Referees 
e) Give advice on how Referees can improve their performance 

(coaching the Referees) 

The purpose of the Observer’s report is: 
a) Achieve uniformity in the marking of match officials 
b) Award Referees marks within the prescribed scale which re-

flects the individual’s performance and the nature of their task 
c) Provide specific and accurate examples within the report to 

support the comments within the report

Main points for assessment are: 
- Analysis of the refereeing of the match;
- Key moments and some decisions that influence the match re-

sult;
- Reaction and pro-reaction when the fair play, the spirit of the 

match and/or the attitude of the players change;

- Level of uniformity, consistency and decisiveness when taking 
strong and important decisions;

- Psychological skills and tactical awareness. 

Range of refereeing marks:

9.0 - 10 Excellent performance 
8.5 - 8.9 Very good. Important decision(s) correctly taken 
8.3 - 8.4 Good. Expected level of performance 

8.2 Satisfactory with small areas for improvement 
8.0 - 8.1 Satisfactory with important areas for improvement 

7.9 One clear refereeing mistake, otherwise 8.3 or above 
7.8 One clear refereeing mistake, otherwise 8.0 - 8.2 

7.5 - 7.7 Below expectation / Poor control / Significant point(s) for 
improvement 

7.0 - 7.4 
Below expectation with overall poor control including one 
clear refereeing mistake OR a performance that includes two 
or more clear refereeing mistakes 

6.0 - 6.9 Unacceptable performance 

RESULTS  
In table 1 are given the results for Bulgarian referees in their 

matches from first division for the championship 2015-2016. Exactly 
154 matches were analyzed. The level was very good in 12 match-
es while other 105 refereeing performances were with an expected 
level. In 17 matches the referees were marked between 8.0 and 8.2 
with some areas for improvement. In 18 matches the refereeing was 
not good with one or two clear refereeing mistakes and in two of the 
matches the refereeing was below expectations with one of these 
matches stopped because one of the teams left the field of play pro-
testing against the refereeing. 

In percentage terms (tables 1, 2)  - 74.8 percent, the judges have 
performed at the expected level, which is over two thirds of the guid-
ed games. Twelve percent of the football matches, the judges made 
one obvious mistake in conducting football matches. At a meeting 
that was terminated, the judge has presented himself below expecta-
tions. In all the football matches, the referees have shown a total of  
921 penalty cards of which 12 red and 909 yellow cards. Mean on 
match on 6 penalty cards.

In all the matches the referees have shown 921 cards in total (12 
red cards and 909 yellow cards) which equals around 6 cards per 
match average value.
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Table 1. Results for Bulgarian referees in their matches 

        from first division for the championship 2015-2016.
Number of marks Mark %

12 8.5 7.6
62 8.4 39.7
43 8.3 27.5
10 8.2 6.4
6 8.1 3.8
1 8.0 0.6
11 7.9 7.0
7 7.8 4.4
1 7.7 0.6
1 7.4 0.6

Table 2. Percent of judges – show cartons
Representation

of judges Percent

Good performance
(expected level 74,8

Satisfactory with areas 
for improvement 6,4

Satisfactory with big
areas for improvement 4,4

Below expectations, 
poor control 1,2

Performance with one
Clear refereeing mistake 13,2

CONCLUSIONS
1. The performance of Bulgarian referees in first division was 

good for the championship 2015-2016.
2. The satisfactory refereeing performances were 24% which 

could be explained with the small number of matches for some ref-
erees. 

3. There are only two matches with refereeing below expecta-
tions which is another proof for the good quality of refereeing. 

4. We can recommend the Referees Committee to continue its 
work for reaching uniformity and improvement in all the refereeing 
matters. 
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